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NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY IN THE ATATURKIST THOUGHT SYSTEM

Ayhan CANKUT

ORCID NO: 0000-0001-8890-2727

yararlan

Anahtar Kelimeler: Heyet-i Temsiliye, 23 Nisan, TBMM.

ABSTRACT

The basis of the Kemalist thought system is to have a state that is fully independent and based on national 

sovereignty, and to reach the level of contemporary civilization under the guidance of reason and 

science. The goal of the War of Independence was to save the country from occupation and to gain the 

independence of the nation, based on the power stemming from the will of the nation, by realizing the 

principle of national sovereignty. The Turkish nation met the concept of national sovereignty under the
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on the power he received from the will of the nation. He believed that salvation was possible if the 

national societies in Anatolia were united and the Turkish people were sufficiently conscious. The post 

of Inspector of the 9th Army had created the opportunity he had been waiting for. 'Either independence 

the nation, and announced the decision of national sovereignty to the public for the first time with the 

Amasya circular. The principle of national sovereignty was riveted with Congresses in Erzurum and 

Sivas.

The Grand National Assembly, which was opened on April 23, 1920, was made the only authority to 

speak and act on behalf of the whole nation, and the principle that the supreme power was not the Sultan 

and the Caliph, but the Grand National Assembly was accepted. On November 1, 1922, it was decided 

to abolish the sultanate. After the military dimension of the National Struggle ended in victory, the 

Republic was declared on October 29, 1923, and the name of the regime that Mustafa Kemal Pasha had 

targeted and implemented from the very beginning was named, and the principle of national sovereignty 

was realized.

the importance of the principle of national sovereignty in the Kemalist thought system is discussed, 

based on the Nutuk, based on the idea that the Speech should be examined very carefully in order to 

understand the importance of the struggles on the road to the liberation and the proclamation of the 

Republic and the idea of national sovereignty.

Key Words: Ataturk, National Sovereignty, Heyet-i Temsiliye, April 23, TBMM.
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